
Marty Brewer, Superintendent 

Our Mission: 
PASD creates  

learning communities 
that prepare each  

student to live, work, 
and learn  

successfully in a  
changing world. 

                 September 6, 2019 Port Angeles School District 

 

Strategic Goal:  Implement systems of support to ensure equity. 

Message from the Superintendent: 

Another school year begins!   
We have a lot of work ahead of us, but it is good work.  With our  
focus on equity, we strive to make ours a truly equitable learning  

environment based on empathy and fostering connectedness and building rela-
tionships in order to allow students to self-actualize  

and become successful in school and life. 
Remember our Three A’s: 

Awareness, Acknowledgement, and Action  

Join me in taking our District from good to great!    
   

     Marty Brewer     

Thanks to our maintenance and tech crews for getting CSB staff moved over to the Lincoln Center and set up over the summer!   

Above:  Grants Secretary Anita Reynolds wielding boxes as CSB packed and prepared for the move. 
(photo by Patsene Dashiell, graphic by Christian Snow) 

New Certificated Staff (as of August 27, 2019): Front row (from left): Cara Prentiss/PAHS SpEd teacher, Crystal Bennett/PAHS SpEd teacher, 

Pamela Miller/Jefferson Elementary second grade teacher, Jessica McCalla/Dry Creek Elementary kindergarten teacher, Mollie 
Plocher/Roosevelt Elementary SpEd teacher.  Second row (from left):  Beth Clifford/Lincoln High School and Stevens Middle School counselor, 
Dana Christenson/Stevens Middle School counselor, Tiffany Lewis/Dry 
Creek Elementary fifth grade teacher, Amber HanMen/PASD occupational 
therapist, Nathan Rodahl/PAHS orchestra teacher.  Third row (from left):  
Angela Tamas/Dry Creek Elementary fourth grade teacher, Christine 
Spaulding/Stevens Middle School Career Technical Education Trade and 
Industry robotics teacher, Kaylee McCaslin/Roosevelt Elementary first 
grade teacher, John Dryke/PAHS machine shop teacher, Casey 
Dietz/Jefferson and Dry Creek Elementary Schools physical education 
teacher, Brent Washe/ Dry Creek and Roosevelt Elementary Schools  
physical education teacher.   
 
Not shown:  Alicia Vaughn/Roosevelt second grade teacher, Katie  
Thacker/Roosevelt kindergarten teacher, Dave McMillen/Dry Creek  
Elementary 5th grade, Rachel Summers/Roosevelt Elementary and Stevens 
Middle School SpEd teacher.    (Photos by Patsene Dashiell/PASD) 
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PASD Happenings 

Lisa Joslin/PAHS Teacher, 

Port Angeles School District is 

Proud of You! 

Congratulations on being voted 

one of the best! 

Finalist, Best Teacher in Clallam 

County 

Register to Vote:*By Mail 

*In Person*Online at MyVote 

2019-20 Parent Guide and Calendar  

mailed to PASD Families 

PASD mailed a calendar for the 2019-

20 school year to school families in 

early August.  The calendar is  

formatted to include useful infor-

mation for the coming school year, 

contact information and school policy for quick reference, and fea-

tures photographs highlighting school events from the previous 

year.  Extra copies are available at each building. 

“With this project we sought to provide vital information about the 

school district in a handy format for our school families,” said Super-

intendent Marty Brewer.  “We appreciate the partnership of our 

calendar sponsors in helping us to achieve this goal.” 

The cost was covered by sponsorship from Jennifer Ciarlo/Edward 

Jones, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Lefties, Pacific Office Equip-

ment, Radio Pacific Inc., Sodexo Food Services, Sound Community 

Bank, Ray Gruver/State Farm, Steve Methner/State Farm, Swain’s 

General Store, Wild Edge Farm and Wilder Auto. 

The 2019-20 Parent Guide and Calendar is also available on the  

District’s website at www.portangelesschools.org under Calendars. 

Friday Food Bags 

The Port Angeles Food Bank, in collaboration with the Port Angeles School 

District, offers students in need a Friday Food Bag with a meal for the 

weekend at no cost. This service is available to students eligible for the 

Free/Reduced Meal Program. 

Sign-up sheets are available at school offices.   Please encourage parents to fill the form out 

and return it to the school office by September 6.  Office professionals, please forward the 

completed forms to Jennie Wilson at the District Office by September 9 as the  

program begins Friday, September 13.  

A brief survey for last year’s program  is included with the sign-up sheet.  

Please encourage parents to fill this out as we are  always interested in 

hearing how to improve the program.  Staff members are  

encouraged to offer their feedback as well.  Thank you! 

Caring for Kids Clothing Closet 

New location at 904 W 9th Street, within the Lincoln Cen-

ter (composite building).  Open Tuesday and Wednesday 

from 12 noon - 4 p.m. and by appointment. 

Thanks to the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

for their gift of a new score board for  

Stevens Middle School!  

Maintenance crew members worked hard 

to get it installed.    

Above, from left: Tim Smith, Todd Erick-

son and Josh Winters  

(not shown: Ron Erdmann). Great job!  
(photo by Kristen Lunt/Port Angeles School District) 

Lower Elwha Wellness Fair 

Thanks to Michelle Olsen, Krystle Howard,  

Britney Martin and Rachel Picard for their  

presence at this important event.  They handed 

out school information and school supplies at 

the August 21 event held at the Lower Elwha 

Tribal Center. 

“Thank you for all you and the folks from Dry 

Creek contributed to make it so successful!” said 

Aleilah Lawson, Lower Elwha Wellness  

Coordinator. 

Above, Britney Martin answers a question  

from a parent. 

https://weiapplets.sos.wa.gov/MyVote/#/login
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PASD People  

  
 Upward Bound Robotics Competition 

Area high school students participated in a team-building competition in two class-

rooms at the Peninsula College on July 18 and 19.  The scenario for the competition 

challenge was based on a follow-up to a successful Europa mission in 2030. 

The Upward Bound program runs at Peninsula College five days a week for five weeks 

during the summer.  The program includes a tour of DigiPen Institute of Technology in 

Redmond and the UW campus in Seattle, as well as a visit to NatureBridge in the Olym-

pic National Park.   

Wayne Roberts, retired Coast Guard diver, created various apparatuses from parts he 

found at a local recycle/repurposing shop.  Roberts served as the ROV instructor and 

master organizer of the mission. 

“Local businesses have been very generous.  When they heard about what I was build-

ing for the program, Around Again donated much of the materials,” said Roberts.  

This is the first year the challenge combines VEX (robotics on land) and ROV 

(submerged vehicle) into one competition.  This necessitated loads of cooperation 

among team members. 

“It’s been exciting to see collaboration between VEX and ROV,” commented Christine 

Spaulding, VEX instructor.  “It has opened up a whole new avenue of how robotics can 

be combined. 

The classroom atmosphere at the competition was relaxed, and students felt nurtured, 

supported. 

Younger students were among the observers.  Fifth grader Kanyon Anderson and 

fourth grader Brett Manson, both Roosevelt Elementary students, were present and 

watched the high school competition with keen interest.  A team challenge in the fall 

called The ROADS on Mars (Rover Observation and Drone Survey) will include students 

in grades 3 through 12.  

“The ROADS to Mars is connected up with The Northwest Earth and Space Sciences 

Pipeline (NESSSP) and will use Lego Mindstorm EV3 robots and drones and is not con-

nected to this event other than me advertising how the high school kids (and younger) 

can continue doing robotics since we don't have robotics at the high school yet,” ex-

plained Spaulding. 

For more information about The ROADS on Mars, go to nwessp.org/mars or check back 

with the school district website as details are determined. For more information about 

Upward Bound, contact Sara Rinearson, Upward Bound program director, at 

360.417.6376. 

“It’s cool to see kids here,” continued Roberts.  “They are more relaxed.  It’s not about 

building robots, it’s about teaching the kids to have tools in their tool chest and see a 

project through.  By having those experiences, those tools may help lead them to suc-

cess later in life.” 

Gunnar Thomason, formerly a third-grade teacher at Franklin Elementary, will be a 

STEM teacher within the Career Technical Education (CTE) Program at Stevens Middle 

School this fall. VEX robotics such as the ones used in this competition will be at Ste-

vens in the fall for the first time. 

 

 (Photos by Patsene Dashiell/Port Angeles School District) 

The Adrastea Team included (from left) PAHS 

students Julius Johnson, Brian Emmons, Kaylee 

Helgeson and Crescent High School student Stanley 

Mellott, all 10th graders. 

5th grader Kanyon An-

derson and 4th grader 

Brett Manson (right), 

both RES students, 

watch the high school 

competition with keen 

interest.   

Instructor Gunnar 

Thomason takes a 

moment during a 

“down time” in the 

competition to view 

artistic work by  

PAHS senior  

Annebell Waldron. 

PAHS  10th grad-

er Xoe Davis is 

an experienced 

pilot of the VEX 

robot on the Io 

Team. 

VEX instructor  

Christine Spaulding 

offers a cupcake to 

volunteer  

extraordinaire  

Wayne Roberts  

during a break in 

competition. 
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Annual Back to School Event 

  The annual Back to School Event was held Saturday, August 17 in the Jefferson gym.  As 

volunteers arrived at 8 a.m. to set up, families were already forming a line for services. 

Organization efforts begin as early as March for the August event.  Lisa Lyon, Lutheran 

Community Services Northwest coordinator, has led these efforts for the past eleven 

years.   

“It made sense to create a collaborative event in order to meet the needs in our com-

munity,” said Lyon.  “This project really pulls everyone together.” 

Local service organizations, including Soroptimists Jet Set Club, Kiwanis Foundation, 

Molina Health Care and the Port Angeles Education Foundation, support the event 

through generous donations.   

“The Ed Foundation was receiving a lot of requests from individual families,” Lyon  

continued.  “They felt that supporting a collective effort would be better so they could 

focus on other important work.” 

“This is a great thing for the community,” remarked Mark Hannah.  “Our Kiwanis Club 

supports this effort because our focus is on kids.” 

Other local businesses provide support through employee school supply drives and, 

new this year, a paper shred event.  They include Steve Methner’s State Farm, Ray 

Gruver’s State Farm, Irwin Dental, Olympic Medical Center, KONP Radio Station, Port 

Angeles Hardwood, Lakeside Industries, First Federal, Peninsula Housing Authority, 

Vanir Construction Management and Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.  Money raised buys 

back packs and other supplies specified on school supply lists.   

For the past decade PASD has been an active partner. The District hosts the event in 

the Jefferson gym.  Staff are on hand to provide information about bus routes, meal 

programs and other school information. 

“Our mission for this project is to help families in need prepare for the new school 

year,” said Patsene Dashiell, outgoing communications and community relations  

coordinator.  

Still other organizations provide vital volunteers to help set up and run the event, 

many of them Kiwanians.  Over 50 volunteers hummed around the school gym and 

play yard.  Volunteer navigators provide a personalized touch, walking each family 

through the school supplies circuit and answering questions.  Some individuals have 

served as navigators for multiple years.   

“There are families who don’t have a lot of money,” said Hannah, a long-time volun-

teer.  “As a navigator I see the kids are excited to go through the line and pick out their 

stuff for school.” 

In all, 954 children were served at this year’s event.  In past years, numbers have been 

as high as 1,200 and as low as 600. 

The event was promoted in advance by KONP Radio and the Peninsula Daily News. 

Vendors who provided information, services and/or family-friendly activities included 

PA Food Bank, Olympic Peninsula Healthy Community Coalition, Clallam County League 

of Women Voters, Clallam County Literacy Council, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Rainbow 

Girls, Molina Health Care, Darlene Clemons, Vanir Construction, NOLS, OlyCap Health 

Services, WalMart Vision Center and Olympic Peninsula Community Clinic. 

Thanks also to Jefferson Principal Joyce Mininger, PASD Maintenance, Supt. Marty 

Brewer, Lefties Baseball, Todd Ortloff, Lutheran Community Services, DCE Principal 

Michelle Olsen, Sequim WalMart, Sodexo Food Service, Rotary Club of PA and our 

many wonderful volunteers.   

RES kinder Kallie 

Roberson carefully 

counts out 7 pencils 

as mom and naviga-

tor Michell Gentry 

look on.  

(Photos by Patsene Dashiell/Port Angeles School District) 

Wendy Brown  

assisted families 

with free/reduced 

meal applications. 

Michelle Ruiz serves 

out lunch, including 

a hot dog, chips, 

fruit and a drink, all 

provided by Sodexo 

Food Service.   

Transportation Director  

Karen Ross and  

granddaughter Kelsey 

Ross-Stoughton, DCE 4th 

grader were on hand to 

talk about bus routes.   

Franklin 5th grader 

Krystalynn Hedman is 

assisted by navigator 

Marty Brewer (right) 

in the school supply 

line.    

DCE Principal Michelle 

Olsen conducted exit 

surveys with attending 

families.  This input will 

be used for planning 

future events.  

Franklin 4th grader 

John Deshezo takes a 

turn on the popular 

smoothie bike,  

provided by Molina 

Health Care, to whip 

up a healthy drink.  



Download our app!     www.portangelesschools.org      “Like” us on Facebook! 

Upcoming Events 
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Port Angeles School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orien-

tation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The 

following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Title IX Coordinators, Civil Rights Compliance Coordinators:  Scott Harker, 216 

East Fourth St. Port Angeles, WA 98362, (360) 457-8575, sharker@portangelesschools.org, and for Section 504/ADA Coordinator,  

Pam Sanford, 216 East Fourth St. Port Angeles, WA 98362, (360) 457-8575, psanford@portangelesschools.org.   

News and Notes, our PASD staff newsletter, is emailed out each week on Friday during the school year to all staff, and is archived on the  

District’s website under Departments, then Communications. Do you have a news item for the staff newsletter?  Send an e-mail to the communi-

cations & community relations coordinator by the Wednesday before. Photos to share?  High resolution jpegs work best and please 

utilize Webshare when possible.  On a more personal note, I want  you to know I have enjoyed my time in PASD and I wish you a 

wonderful school year!  Great programs---great people! ---Patsene Dashiell 

The district welcomes Jennifer Sperline, who is taking on the communications & community relations coordinator role  

beginning September 16.  Jennifer can be reached at 360.565.3703 or jsperline@portangelesschools.org. 

PASD celebrated the graduation of the 2018-19 cohort of the AmeriCorps Program on July 19 at the PA Public Library. Collectively, the team  

members served over 18,000 hours tutoring and mentoring PASD students during the school year and summer school program.   

AmeriCorps is supported generously by the Albert Haller Foundation, Port Angeles Education Foundation and the Ben Phillips Foundation.  

Program partners include North Olympic Library System (NOLS), YMCA, Boys and Girls Club of the Olympic Peninsula, Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

and the United Way of Clallam County.  One member, Jesse Fox, will return for a second term 

of service within PASD schools.  

 “We are very proud of our members’ work with children in the Port Angeles schools and look 

forward to another year filled with wonderful  

mentorships,” stated Michell Gentry, program coordinator. 

(Photo by Carrie Sanford/Port Angeles School District) 

AmeriCorps Members for the 2018-19 year included (front row, from left) Gabby Roderick, 

Amy Heath, Tim Hernandez, (back row, from left) Claudia Carvell, Jesse Fox, Bella Monger, 

Clare Wegener, Amber Eck, Dylan Godsey and Michell Gentry, program coordinator.   

Not shown: Carrie Sanford, AmeriCorps program administrative assistant. 

September 

2 -Labor Day (No School, District Office closed)  

3 -First Day of School for Students Grades 1 – 12, Kindergarten Orientation 

4-Kindergarten Orientation 

5 -Kindergarten Orientation 

6-First Day of School for Kindergarteners, PAHS Welcome Assembly @ 8:30 AM 

11 -PAHS Club Fair during lunch in Student Center, PAHS food drive begins 

12 -NJROTC Parents Association Mtg at 6 PM, School Board Mtg at 7 PM, School Board meeting at Lincoln Center at 7 PM 

17 -HAM Open House at 6 – 7 PM 

18 -PAHS Freshman Info Night at 6:15 PM in the Library 

PAHS Open House at 7 PM 

19 -Celebration of the Book 1st graders at NOLS 8:45 AM, SMS Back to School Night from 6 – 7:30 PM 

20 -Board Planning Workshop at Lincoln Center 

21 -Board Planning Workshop at Lincoln Center 

23 -First Day of Autumn, SMS ASB Fundraiser 

24 -SMS ASB Fundraiser, FRANK Open House K – 3 at 5:30 – 6:30 PM, 4 – 6 at 6 – 7 PM 

25 -SMS ASB Fundraiser 

26 -SMS ASB Fundraiser, RES Open House from 5:30 – 7 PM 

27 -SMS ASB Fundraiser 

30 - Pay Day 

https://www.portangelesschools.org
https://www.facebook.com/PortAngelesSD

